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The meeting had been requested by Roy Deppa to discuss the
status of reverse mowing controls on ride-on mowers. Following
introductions, Mr. Deppa briefly described CPSC's continued
concern about runover and backover incidents involving young
children. Addltlonally, the request for funding prepared by
Harborview Injury Prevention Center has been turned down, but
Harborview will continue to seek funding, and the American
Academy of Pediatrics is preparing an updated statement on
lawnmower injuries to children.

Gunter Plamper, MTD, provided a description of that
company's experience with full no-mow-in-reverse since 1982.
Their control shuts off the engine or disengages the electric
clutch if the operator tries to shift into reverse while the pto
is engaged. Because MTD recognizes that some owners will disable
the device, the circuitry is designed such that disconnecting the
no-mow feature does not affect the other safety circuits
(operator presence control, starting interlock, key switch) on
the mower. MTD believes that there is greater acceptance of the
no-mow-in-reverse feature now than there was initially, in part
because of consumers' increased safety awareness.

Denis Del Ponte described John Deere's Reverse Implement
Option (RIO), which is now on all B71.1 certified equipment.
This control allows the operator to override the reverse pto
cutout, in part because other implements may be driven from the
pto whlch may require the machine to operate while in reverse.
To use the pto and reverse simultaneously, the operator places
the pto control knob, located on the dashboard, in a position
which allows this. If this position has not been selected and
the operator shifts into reverse with the pto engaged, the engine
will stop (if manual clutch) or the clutch will disengage the
pto. To use the pto in reverse on mowers that have a foot-
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operated directional control, the operator must first press a
button while engaging reverse.

Deere advises consumers to "never mow in reverse". They
also provide a video with each machine to demonstrate how the
system works.

Jim Fear, Toro, described the key-choice safety system which
allows the operator to mow or operate other attachments in
reverse if they choose. Unless this system is activated, the
mower will not mow in reverse. To override the no-mow-in-reverse
mechanism, the operator turns a key located on the seat pedestal.
The system remains activated as long as the mower is in use.

Upon disengaging the mower control, the system reverts te¢ no-mow-
in-reverse.

Toro believes that providing a carefully-designed option
that allows the user to override the "no-mow-in-reverse" feature
under controlled conditions is preferable to having some users
defeat the device permanently. There is a label at the switch
that says "never mow in reverse if there is any possibility of
children appearing in the mowing area". The owner's manual has a
1-1/2 page description of the operation of the feature.

Mr. Deppa requested that the RMWG recognize that the recent
adoption of reverse mowing controls by Deere and Toro, and the
potential for other companies to offer related controls suggests
a need for some form of recognition in the voluntary standard.
There was some discussion of this comment, including statements
that it is too early to specify coperational or performance
requirements. Mr. Deppa stated that CPSC recognizes this, but
that some aspects of these controls probably can be standardized
from the outset, such as terminology, labeling, control
activation direction, or the default condition of such controls.

Martin Berk pointed out that OPEI and various manufacturers
send letters of protest to newspapers that show pictures of
people giving rides to children while mowing, or other unsafe
practices. Such photo are commonplace human interest items in
the summer. Mr. Berk requested that CPSC actively respond to
such news items as well to help convey the message of the hazard
this poses to small children. Mr. Deppa responded positively to
this, and said that he would convey the message to CPSC. Mr.
Berk said he would forward examples of this kind of news clipping
to Mr. Deppa.
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